
Julia Porter – Family Consumer Science – Suffield Middle School 

 

Ms. Porter worked at Manchester Community College 

(MCC) for over 20 years in the Culinary Arts 

Department.  She also created the Junior Culinary Camp 

at MCC, and ran it for the first two years.  Her 

background includes teaching several child 

development, culinary arts, and baking classes in public 

schools, two being articulated with a local community 

college.  Ms. Porter moved over to public education in 

2003, and is coming from a STEM magnet school where 

she hopes to share her love of food and science with the 

students at Suffield Middle School. Her masters is in 

Education from the University of St. Joseph, where she 

is a member of Kappa Delta Pi. She has one teenage son, 

who shares her passion for body surfing the cold coastal 

waters of Maine in the summer. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

David Orie– Grade 8 ELA – Suffield Middle School 
 

“My name is David Orie and I am the new writing 

teacher for 8th grade. I earned my Bachelor’s Degree in 

English through the University of Connecticut and I 

earned my Master’s degree in Secondary Education 

through the University of Bridgeport. I have worked in 

several districts including Woodbury and Meriden but I 

am looking forward to my time here in Suffield. I have a 

passion for teaching as well as coaching football. My 

hobbies include sports, reading and writing (particularly 

poetry) and doing anything outside! I am ecstatic to 

begin this school year and my hope is to see every 

student grow as a writer and as an individual throughout 

the year.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Nicole Mott – Grade 7 ELA – Suffield Middle School 

 

Hi! My name is Ms. Mott and I will be the 7th grade 

writing teacher. I am very excited for this new school 

year!  This will be my second year teaching Language 

Arts at the middle school level.  I have a bachelor's 

degree in English and a master’s degree in secondary 

English education.  I enjoy being outside and taking my 

dog on walks.  I hope this school year comes with new 

and exciting adventures. I would also like to establish 

meaningful relationships with my students to help them 

in any way I can to achieve their writing goals.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gabrielle Bewsee – Speech-Language Pathologist Assistant – District (Elementary Schools) 

Hello there! My name is Gabrielle Bewsee and I am 

very excited to be the new Speech-Language 

Pathology Assistant for our elementary aged 

students. I am a graduate of Elms College in 

Massachusetts and have earned my Bachelors 

degree in Communication Sciences and Disorders 

and an Associates in Speech Language Pathology. 

For the past 2 years I have had experience working 

with infants and preschool aged children, as well as 

special needs individuals ages 3-22. In my spare 

time I like to paint, listen to country music, and 

spend time with my two giant breed dogs. In the 

upcoming school year, my hope is to connect well 

with my students and fellow staff, as well as being 

involved in my student’s successes. I look forward 

to seeing their young minds grow and watching 

their lives progress socially and academically.  
  



Kevin Smaglis – Grade 2 Teacher – Spaulding Elementary School 

I grew up in South Windsor, CT and recently graduated 

from the Neag School of Education at the University of 

Connecticut. I have a number of field experiences in 

various towns across the state including Manchester, 

Hartford, Mansfield, and Ellington. I completed my 

student teaching in a first grade classroom at a K-8 

school in Hartford while also serving as a building sub in 

Ellington this past spring. I spent the fall of 2018 

teaching abroad in Peru with others from the University 

of Connecticut. Given my wide range of experiences, 

I’m very excited to work with my second grade students 

on further developing and sustaining their skills across 

subject areas. I’m an avid hiker, runner, and reader who 

enjoys traveling and being outside. My passion for the 

outdoors and nature is something that I plan on 

integrating into the classroom and sharing with my 

students. I hope to establish a safe and encouraging 

classroom culture that all students feel welcome in and 

are able to take risks with their learning!  

 

 

Anthony Zaremba – Special Education Teacher – Spaulding Elementary School 

My name is Anthony Zaremba and grew up in Chicopee, 

MA.  I have lived in Enfield for the last 17 years with 

my wife Shannon and son Joseph who is 13 years old 

and attends JFK Middle School.  I graduated in 2001 

from the University of Massachusetts-Amherst with a 

Bachelor's degree in History.  I then spent the next 13 

years working in the Financial Industry holding 

numerous roles at MassMutual, Lincoln Financial, The 

Hartford and finally Voya Financial.  In 2016 I decided 

to make a career change and pursue my passion for 

teaching.  For the last 3 years I have worked for 

Agawam Public Schools as a Paraprofessional at James 

Clark Elementary School in the Aspire Program (Life 

Skills Program) then at Benjamin Phelps Elementary 

School in the Connections Program 

(Social/Emotional/Behavioral Program).  I graduated in 

May 2019 with a Master of Science Degree in Special 

Education from Bay Path University.  For my hobbies I 

enjoy gardening, fishing, golfing and spending time with 

my family.  My hopes for the coming school year are to 

foster lasting relationships with staff, students and 

parents and to provide support and encouragement to 

help students succeed and grow. 

  



Timothy Percoski –STEM Curriculum Coach – Suffield High School 

I am entering my 16th year in education, having 

previously taught chemistry and physics at the CREC 

Metropolitan Learning Center for my first twelve years 

and at Windsor Locks High School for the last three.  

My passion in education is inquiry and fostering one’s 

own curiosity by observing what happens around us.  I 

have been married to my wife, Kari, since 2005 and have 

four daughters – Daniella, Haileigh, Michaela and 

Addisynn.  I also operate my own woodworking 

business in the evenings and on weekends, and my 

business specializes in all things that you could possibly 

think of  – from signs to furniture to small crafts.  I am 

looking forward to continuing my journey as both a 

teacher and a learner in the Suffield community this 

coming school year. 

 

 

 

Shannon Gawron –Speech-Language Pathologist – McAlister Intermediate School 

 

Shannon Gawron is an ASHA certified pediatric 

Speech-Language Pathologist (SLP). She holds a 

Master’s degree in Communication Sciences and 

Disorders from the College of Saint Rose. Her 

clinical experience has focused on pediatric speech 

and language therapy, working with children aged 

2-18 in schools, clinics and hospitals. Shannon 

recently relocated to the Connecticut from New 

York’s Capital Region. In her free time she enjoys 

running, hiking, and spending time with her family. 

Shannon is excited to bring her experience working 

with school-age children to McAlister and she is 

looking forward to the 2019/2020 school year! 
 

 

Christina Janssen – Grade 6 ELA Teacher – Suffield Middle School 

 

My name is Christina Janssen and this will be my 

twelfth year teaching. I began my teaching career at 

Lake Garda Elementary School in Burlington, 

Connecticut teaching fourth grade. After teaching fourth 

grade, I moved up to Har-Bur Middle School in 

Burlington and taught fifth grade Humanities and sixth 

grade Reading. I graduated with a bachelor’s degree 

from Southern Connecticut State University in 

Elementary Education and a master’s degree from 

Central Connecticut State University in Educational 

Technology. In my free time I enjoy hiking, traveling, 

and spending time with my husband and three boys.  My 

hopes for the coming year are to learn more about our 

school community, grow through professional 

development opportunities, and to instill a love of 

reading in all of my students.  



Kyle Candia-Bovi – English Teacher – Suffield High School 

 

My name is Kyle Candia-Bovi, but feel free to  call me 

“Ms. C.” I am thrilled to be joining the English 

Department at Suffield High School this school year, 

which also marks my ninth year teaching secondary 

English. I have worked in public schools in both 

Connecticut and North Carolina; and I have experience 

teaching every grade and level of secondary English, as 

well as courses at the community college level.   

I earned my Bachelor of Arts degree in English from 

Albertus Magnus College in New Haven, Connecticut 

and my Master of Arts degree in English from 

Middlebury College’s Bread Loaf School of English in 

Midd lebury, Vermont. I became a UConn ECE certified 

instructor in 2012.  I enjoy spending time with my 

husband, our almost 5-year-old daughter, our three cats, 

and our dog named Chichi. I also love to walk on the 

beach, to read literary fiction, to exercise inconsistently, 

and to eat great food as often as possible.  I am looking 

forward to immersing myself in the culture of Suffield 

High School. One of my priorities is to foster and 

participate in a dynamic, civil, and healthy learning 

community where everyone’s unique perspective is 

valued. I cannot wait to meet my students on the 29th! 

 

Greg Smedberg – Business Teacher – Suffield High School 

 

My name is Greg Smedberg, I grew up in Southington, 

CT where I graduated from Southington High School. 

During the summers, I am a director at YMCA Camp 

Sloper in Southington, CT. I grew up playing soccer for 

Academica FC and Southington High School before 

furthering my soccer career and playing at the college 

level for American International College in the 

Northeast-10 Conference. I graduated from American 

International College in 2017 with my Master’s in 

Business Administration. From 2015-2018 I furthered 

my professional career with the clothing retailer J.Crew 

as a menswear visual associate/merchandiser, and now I 

am looking to bring this experience into the classroom 

here in Suffield. This upcoming school year I hope to 

bring relevant and applicable real-life scenarios through 

hands-on lessons and activities to our students in the 

Business & Finance program. I cannot wait to get 

started! 

  



Diane Juzba – Board Certified Behavior Analyst (BCBA) – District 

 

By way of introduction, my name is Diane Juzba. I 

am a BCBA whose career encompasses more than 

15-years’ experience working with children with 

Autism (ranging in age from 18 months through 

young adulthood), children with moderate to severe 

intellectual disabilities, conduct disorders, ADHD, 

emotional disturbance, and children with multiple 

disabilities.  I earned my Master’s Degree in Special 

Education from Westfield State University. In 

addition to graduate studies in Special Education, I 

attended PENN State and Endicott College online 

earning coursework in Applied Behavior Analysis. I 

completed my ABA coursework and supervision at 

St. Joseph’s University in West Hartford CT. 

Recently I have begun pursuing studies in a 

Doctoral Program with a concentration in Special 

Education and Applied Behavior Analysis. I am a 

Mom to three grown children, ages 29, 24 and 20. 

In my spare time I enjoy trips to the beach, 

watching football, kayaking, and relaxing by the 

pool with friends. I am very excited and thankful for 

the opportunity to join the Suffield Public Schools 

community and will work hard to promote positive 

learning experiences for the students, families and 

faculty I work with. 

 

Alexandra Zapatka – Grade 7 Science Teacher – Suffield Middle School 

 
Hello, my name is Alex Zapatka, and I am teaching 7th 

grade general science here at SMS. I am Connecticut 

born and raised; I have lived in Newington all my life, 

but have recently flipped a house and moved to 

Wethersfield. I am a recent graduate from UConn's Neag 

School of Education. My undergraduate degree was in 

Biological Sciences, and my graduate degree was in 

Curriculum and Instruction. I absolutely love to travel, 

and have been fortunate enough to check off my 14th 

country this summer, by visiting Marrakech and 

Essouria in Morocco. I also love making jewelry and 

have started a small business called "Across The Pond 

Products", which uses pieces I have found on my 

international travels. I am so excited for this year, and 

cannot wait to incorporate NGSS into my classroom. I 

hope to work with teachers of various concentrations and 

immerse cross-disciplinary teachings into my classroom. 

 

  



Shannon Bostiga – Grade 5 Teacher – McAlister Intermediate School 

My name is Shannon Bostiga. I graduated with my 

Master's Degree in Elementary Education from the 

University of Connecticut's Neag School of Education. 

After graduating from UConn I was offered a position 

teaching 5th grade in my hometown of Ellington where I 

taught for 4 years. Outside of the classroom I love to 

watch & play sports, train for triathlons, and spend time 

laughing with my family and friends! I truly believe that 

the foundation of building a strong classroom 

community is through building connections between the 

teacher, the students, and their families. I also believe in 

holding high expectations for my students in regards to 

both behavior and academics because I have found this 

to be the best structure to foster growth and success. I 

am thrilled to start my journey in Suffield with the 

incoming 5th graders at McAlister Intermediate School, 

and I look forward to meeting the students and families 

this fall! 

 

Jennifer Cardines – Grade 8 ELA Teacher – Suffield Middle School 

 

I am thrilled to begin my teaching career at Suffield 

Middle School and meet all of the wonderful students 

and families. After earning my Bachelor's in English 

from Central Connecticut State University, I worked as a 

Journalist for a regional newspaper in Southington, 

Bristol, and Plainville, putting my love of writing to 

work. My true passion, however, has always been 

education. I went back to CCSU for a Master's in 

Teacher Education to teach English Language Arts. 

Outside of school, you can find me directing a female a 

cappella group, reading a good book, or spending time 

with family and friends. I'm looking forward to a great 

school year in Suffield and getting to know everyone! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Additional New Teachers (photos and bios not available): 

 

Rachel Bergman – Art Teacher – Spaulding Elementary School 

Laura Chicorka – Kindergarten Teacher – Spaulding Elementary School 

Brett Kaselouskas – Grade 1 Teacher – Spaulding Elementary School 

Samantha Schwartz – Kindergarten Teacher – Spaulding Elementary School 

Abigail Harrington – Grade 5 Teacher – McAlister Intermediate School 


