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Board of Education Meeting  

May 16, 2016 

 

 

Call to Order 

Board Chair Gee called the meeting to order at 6:33 p.m. in the Suffield Middle School Media 

Center.  Present:  Board members Natalie Semyanko, Jeanne Gee, Kendra Wiesel, Susi Keane, 

George Beiter, Matt Service, John Richter, Superintendent Karen Berasi, Assistant 

Superintendent Brian Hendrickson, and Business Manager Bill Hoff 

The meeting opened with the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Recognition 

Superintendent Berasi explained the criteria of the CABE Leadership Awards, and introduced 

the Suffield Middle School recipients:  Jenna Uzdarwin and Remington Ferrari.  Ms. Molden 

congratulated each student and shared their positive leadership and character traits.   

Suffield High School Student Representative 

Giancarlo Isotti, updated the Board on events occurring at the high school in April, May and 

June: 

 AP exam testing in ending this week. 

 Giancarlo thanked all who came to the International Cafe Night.   

 The Junior/Senior prom was held at Riverview in Simsbury on May 6 

 Class elections will be held during advisory period on May 31 

 The naming of the track after Joe Sinicrope was held on May 13 

 The scholars’ breakfast is being held on May 18 

 The SHS band took trip to Disney in April. 

 The Band and Chorus concert is on May 26 

 Last weekend several junior and seniors went on a field trip to Canada 

 The FFA banquet is May 25  

 The piglets have been a huge hit at the high school and is being live streamed 

 Unified bowling joint gathering is on May 19  

 Unified Theater production is this Thursday 

 The SHS Band is performing at the Memorial Day ceremony in Town 

 The Senior Outing is at High Meadow on May 31  

 The Film Festival is on June 1  

 The Senior Banquet is at Chez Joseph on June 2 

 FFA Convention is on June 4  

 Drama club awards  are June 6 

 Underclassmen awards are June 7  

 Spring sports awards are June 8 

 Senior scholarship awards night is June 16 

 Commencement is June 18  

 

Giancarlo thanked the Board for the opportunity to present to the Board this year, and he was 

grateful for the experience.  Board Chair Gee thanked Giancarlo for his time and efforts. 
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Public Comment 

Pam Hardy, 63 Hydrangea Lane, said her experience of Suffield Schools has been a positive one 

but she was disappointed to hear some of the special education parents have had a very different 

experience.  She expressed her concern over the Extended School Year (ESY) program and 

asked the Board to reconsider. 

Melissa Finnegan, 50 Cedar Crest Lane, spoke in support of the special education families and 

urged to Board to listen to their concerns.  

Jason and Jill Caron, 574 Halladay, and their daughter Ashlee asked for changes to the special 

education program relative to more parental input.  Ashlee spoke of her challenges in school and 

Mrs. Caron read a letter from her son.  Board Chair Gee thanked Ashlee for her well spoken 

words and bravery in public presentation. 

Tamera Nealon, 560 East Street South, said parents need to be part of the process and that has 

been lacking.  She has been involved in the special education forum in the past and valued the 

collaboration with past administration. 

Ross Davis, 42 Wisteria Lane, expressed concern over the lack of communication, and the 

decisions being made for his son without parental input; ESY is an example.  No information 

was given to any parent, no outline was provided, and Sunrise Park is an unsafe environment for 

the children who will be attending it.  Communication with parents needs to improve and 

programs need to be fully vetted before being established.  Superintendent Berasi noted the 

considerable time spent determining programming for Suffield students requiring ESY and 

acknowledged that due process was a privilege for special education parents.   

Sean Townsend, 32 Quail Run Road, said special education students need individualized 

instruction and he is frustrated and concerned that the district is not meeting the needs of these 

students.  The educational team needs to listen to the parents and keep communication open. 

Jen Bombard, 6 Whitfield Way, was concerned about holding the summer program at Sunrise 

Park.  As an educator she relies on paraprofessionals on a daily basis; she asked the Board and 

administration to consider if reducing paraprofessionals is the right model.  She thanked to Board 

for their efforts on behalf of the students. 

Dawn Metcalf, 49 Cedar Crest Lane, said she was dismayed over the rollout of the ESY program 

even after many parents have voiced their concerns; it is inappropriate for the students who will 

be attending this program.  She also expressed concern relative to the changing from a direct 

service model to a consult service model in special education, reduced communication to 

parents, and limited parent observations of their special needs students.   

Kerry O’Brien, 1080 Suffield Street, said she has the utmost respect for board members and 

staff, however, as a whole the district is taking a reactive approach instead of a proactive 

approach.  There are no plans in place for special education providers who leave the district, 

resulting in no services for the students.  She urged the Board to listen to parents.   

Todd Vouglas, 4 Braintree Court, said his biggest concern is the general direction we are going 

in as a town, school, and administration.  The Board and administration need to be aware of all 

the people that are in Suffield and things need to change.  The Board cannot pass regulations to 

block parents from observations.  He urged the Board to change how they are structured and 

what they are doing. 
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Approval of Minutes  

Beiter moved, Service seconded to approve the May 2, 2016 minutes.  All voted in favor.  The 

motion carried 7-0. 

Consent Agenda 

MOTION #16-36:  Semyanko moved, Beiter seconded to approve the following on the consent 

agenda.   

1. SHS Field Trip Request – National FFA Convention – Indianapolis, IN – October 18-22, 

2016 

2. Revisions to Policy/Regulation #5145.5 – Sex Discrimination and Sexual Harassment 

(Students); revisions to Policy #1316 – Conduct on School Property; and Bylaw #9325.2 

– Order of Business 

All members voted in favor.  The motion carried 7-0. 

Discussion Items 

● April 2016 Financial Report 

Mr. Hoff stated the surplus as of April 30 was $25,613, which does not include the budget 

transfers approved at the last board meeting.  All purchase orders have been submitted for the 

year.  There was a discussion of the facilities projects and repairs.  Mr. Hoff reviewed the 

federal and state grants.  Board members discussed the Choice grant and the reimbursement 

rate.  The Board discussed developing a five year plan.  

 

● Discussion of 2015-2016 Budget Surplus 

Mr. Hoff reviewed the end-of-year requests presented to Board members.  He noted the first 

10 on the list are the district’s priorities.  In response to BOE member’s question, Ms. Berasi 

said the Achieve program supplies will be used at Spaulding and McAlister.  Mr. Hoff 

explained the visitor management software and hardware, which will be covered under the 

security grant at a 52% reimbursement rate.  Mr. Hoff suggested scheduling a budget 

subcommittee meeting to discuss this preliminary list further.   

 

● ESY & Summer Program Update 

Mr. Hendrickson highlighted the summer school program for students entering grade 1-5, 

which is open to all students.  Kris Pryce and Sara Baranauskas were in attendance to explain 

the program and how students were invited to participate.  Mr. Hendrickson said an update 

on the summer program will be given to the Board in the fall.  Board members had questions 

relative to enrollment numbers and communication to parents.   

 

Ms. Taylor explained what the ESY program is and how students qualify for the program as 

outlined by the State Department of Education.  She noted ESY is planned individually for 

students based on their goals and objectives.  She reviewed the location, academics provided, 

and dates and times of the program.  The district is working in conjunction with Parks and 

Recreation to provide individualized social skills programming for students in an inclusive 

environment.  Students will be accompanied by a teacher and paraprofessionals to Sunrise 

Park.  All students will have paraprofessionals to ensure students’ safety and will receive a 

two-day training session with Parks and Recreation personnel.  Ms. Taylor spoke about the 

charge of special education which gives students an education in the least restrictive 

environment with students in their community.  Board members discussed the program and 

asked several clarifying questions to the administration, who explained further.  Board 

members had questions around the PPT process and avenues for disputes.   
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Reports to the Board 

Superintendent’s Report  

− Ms. Berasi said the Teacher of the Year celebration is May 17 at 3:00 pm at the high 

school.   

− Graduation is June 18 at 9:30am. 

− Superintendent Berasi shared the high school teachers’ core values and beliefs that they 

created collaboratively and voted on. 

− She thanked Denise Raymond for her efforts in securing a grant to put in sidewalks in 

Town that will connect all four schools. 

− Suffield is joining a study at UCONN relative to principal evaluation and leadership. 

− The special education survey results are complete and will be posted on the website on 

Thursday.   

Chair’s Report  

− Board Chair Gee reminded Board members of the FFA banquet. 

− She thanked Mr. Senger, Mr. Bosworth and Mr. Casolari their work and presentation at the 

naming of the track ceremony. 

− She asked Board members to give their feedback to her on the Lighthouse workshops 

− The Superintendent’s evaluation is due in July and the Board needs to determine process at 

the June 6 meeting and conduct the evaluation at the June 20 meeting. 

− An executive session will be held at the June 6 meeting so the Superintendent can present 

the Central Office staff salaries.  

Business Manager’s Report 

− Mr. Hoff said every three years SDE does an audit of child nutrition programs, which is 

occurring at McAlister.  Mr. Hoff commended Sharon Strzegowski, Aramark Food Service 

Director, for her efforts to prepare for the audit.   

 

Subcommittee Reports 

● Communications – Board member Service said the HR/Personnel (Negotiations) 

subcommittee is meeting tomorrow night for nurse negotiations. 

Future Business 

None 

Adjournment  

Beiter moved, Semyanko seconded to adjourn the meeting at 8:56 p.m. 

Minutes are subject to approval at the next meeting on June 6, 2016. 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Laura Guerrette 

Secretary Pro Tem 
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